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Sermon Discussion Notes

Opening Thought

What was Jesus like and what did he do when he was on this earth? That question would be easy
to answer if you were one of the apostles that walked with Jesus while he was on the earth; they
knew what he said and did because they were with him. However, the people that were not
living in Palestine in Christ’ time on earth didn't really know what he said or did. How were
they going to get the message of Jesus and understand his redemptive life? God had a plan. He
wanted the story of the apostles to be written down by the apostles themselves or someone very
close to the apostles. Our whole faith rests on their report of what Jesus said and did. Scholars
believe the first recorded gospel happened sometime in 63-70 AD by a man named Mark, John
Mark to be precise. We have his story, actually Peter's story of Jesus through the Spirit-anointed
words of Mark. Ponder the verses below to see how our faith is built upon the report of the
apostles.

1 John 1:1-4 1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have
touched — this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we
have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what we have seen
and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is
with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. NIV

Ephesians 2:19-21 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens,
but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20 built
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord. NIV

Discussion Questions

1. What kind of audience was Mark's gospel written to?



2. What kind of times were they going through?

3. When we are going through difficult and trying times where should our focus be? Who
was Mark trying to get his readers to focus on? Hebrews 12:1-2

4. According to the verses below where did Mark seem to spend a great deal of time? This
gives us a hint to where he was when he wrote his gospel.

1 Peter 5:13-14 (New Testament writers used Babylon as a code word for Rome)
13 She who is in Babylon, chosen together with you, sends you her greetings, and
so does my son Mark . 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of
you who are in Christ. NIV

Also see: 2 Timothy 4:11-12, Colossians 4:10, Philemon 23-24
5. What does the verse below tell us about John Mark's family and connection with Peter?

Acts 12:12-17 12 When this had dawned on him, he went to the house of Mary
the mother of John, also called Mark, where many people had gathered and were
praying . 13 Peter knocked at the outer entrance, and a servant girl named Rhoda
came to answer the door. 14 When she recognized Peter's voice, she was so
overjoyed she ran back without opening it and exclaimed, "Peter is at the door!"
15 "You're out of your mind," they told her. When she kept insisting that it was so,
they said, "It must be his angel." 16 But Peter kept on knocking, and when they
opened the door and saw him, they were astonished. 17 Peter motioned with his
hand for them to be quiet and described how the Lord had brought him out of
prison. "Tell James and the brothers about this," he said, and then he left for
another place. NIV

6. According to many scholars who do people think the naked man running out of the
Garden of Gethsemane was?

Mark 14:51-52
51 A young man, wearing nothing but a linen garment, was following Jesus. When
they seized him, 52 he fled naked, leaving his garment behind. NIV

7. All of us have some embarrassing and shameful moments in the past but God still plans
to use us and to include us into his plan. Discuss 1 Corinthians 1:27-30, Judges 15:15-17

8. Another false start for Mark was when he quit earlier on the first missionary journey.
Another failure for Mark, yet he still would be used by God to give us the first gospel.
Discuss Acts 13:4-13, Acts 15:37-41
Concluding Thought

Embarrassing moments, false starts and failure will not hinder God from using us in powerful
ways to impact our generation.



