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Sermon Discussion Notes 

BookMark - Part 3 

 

Opening Thought   
 

Did you Know...? 

"Six out of ten Americans (59%) reject the existence of Satan, indicating that the devil, or Satan, 

is merely a symbol of evil. Catholics are much more likely than Protestants to hold this view - 

75% compared to 55% - although a majority of both groups concur that Satan is symbolic. 

The rejection of Satan's existence seems to conflict with the fact that a slight majority (54%) also 

contends that, "a human being can be under the control or the influence of spiritual forces such 

as demons." People 57 or older were the group most likely to doubt Satan's existence (64%) and 

also emerged as those least likely to accept the notion of demonic influence (39%, compared to 

55% among Baby Busters and 62% of Baby Boomers)."  The Barna Group 

 

Key Text 

 

Mark 1:21-34    21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the 

synagogue and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught 

them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their 

synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 "What do you want with us, Jesus of 

Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are — the Holy One of God!" 25 "Be 

quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!"  26 The evil spirit shook the man violently and 

came out of him with a shriek. 27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, 

"What is this? A new teaching — and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and 

they obey him." 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 29 As soon 

as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 

30 Simon's mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told Jesus about her. 31 So he went 

to her, took her hand and helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 32 

That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The 

whole town gathered at the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also 

drove out many demons, but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he 

was.  NIV 
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Discussion Questions 

 

1. In the message this week Jesus encountered a person with a demon.  He encountered 

him in a synagogue.  What did people generally do in a synagogue?   

2. Gathering in the synagogue is sort of like going to church to worship and to study 

scripture.  What people can you name from today’s message who were in that worship 

service?  Who was the most significant person in the gathering? 

3. Who wasn't in the service according to the text? 

4. Who is always present when we gather in his name according to Matthew 18:20?  What 

does it mean to be gathered in his name? 

5. Simon and Andrew were in the service as well as James and John the sons of Zebedee.  

What did they love to do and what did their presence in the worship service indicate?   

6. Attending church regularly shouldn't be governed by guilt or obligation but something 

else which is much stronger?  What should draw us to church again and again?  See 

Revelation 2:1-7 & Psalm 122:1 

7. While Jesus was speaking, with great authority by the way, what happened according to 

Mark 1:23-24? 

8. The book of Mark deals with two worlds the physical world and the spiritual world.  

Jesus acknowledges both as being very real.  Why do we embrace the physical world but 

doubt the spiritual world?  Read Ephesians 6: 12-13. 

9. Describe how the origins of Satan and demons probably occurred according to 

scripture?  Revelation 12:1-10, Isaiah 14:12-15, Jude 9, 2 Peter 2:4.   

10. What are some of the activities of Satan and demons in the Bible according to these 

verses?  John 12:31, 2 Corinthians 4:4, Ephesians 2:2, 1 John 5:19, Revelations 20:8.  

What are the implications for the reality of Satan and demons in today's world? 

 

Concluding Thought 

 

It is possible to be too tuned into demons or to be naive about them. C.S Lewis said:   

 

"There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils.  

One is to disbelieve in their existence.  The other is to believe, and to feel an excessive 

and unhealthy interest in them.  They themselves are equally pleased by both errors, and 

hail a materialist or magician with the same delight." C.S Lewis  The Screwtape Letters 
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