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Sermon Dlscusswn Notes
BookMark - Part 5

Opening Thought

People sometimes complain that religion blocks their view of Jesus. Some people confuse
religion with Jesus. Jesus is not an institution or an organization but a living eternal person who
we can have an intimate and personal relationship with. Part of the job of a true church is to
dismantle and eliminate things that block people from Jesus.

Key Scripture

Mark 2:1-12

1 A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come
home. 2 So many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he
preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, carried by four of
them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the
roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.
5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven." 6 Now some
teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 "Why does this fellow talk like
that? He's blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?" 8 Immediately Jesus knew in his
spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, "Why are you
thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to
say, 'Get up, take your mat and walk'? 10 But that you may know that the Son of Man has
authority on earth to forgive sins . . . ." He said to the paralytic, 11 "I tell you, get up, take your
mat and go home." 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This
amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, "We have never seen anything like this!" NIV

Discussion Questions

1. Jesus came home in this story — where was home? Look in the map section of your Bible
and locate this town. See Matthew 9:1 and Mark 2:1. Discuss what it feels like to come
home when you have been away for awhile.

2. Where did Jesus go when he came home and what did he do there?



3. Why was the synagogue full of people? What should be the main attraction of our church
services?

4. When believers gather with intent to worship and honor Jesus what is the net result?
What do we experience? See the verses below.

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them

Psalm 16:11 You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in
your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.

5. While the inside of the synagogue was full of people what was happening on the outside
of the synagogue? Discuss the principle of two situations people have in relationship
with the church - people inside and people outside.

6. While many people are excited about what they are going to get out of church what were
these men passionate about? Describe the blessing they received when Jesus helped their
friend. Discuss the irony of getting a greater blessing when we seek to see others blessed
than when we seek our own blessing.

7. When they couldn't find a way into the building where Jesus was what did they do? Why
do churches and Christians tend to loose their creativity to reach their friends for Christ?
When an approach isn't working in reaching our friends for Christ what should we do?

8. Jesus’ first words to the paralyzed man had to do with his sin not his physical condition.
(Mark 2:5) What is mankind's biggest problem?

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden
his face from you, so that he will not hear. NIV

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord. NIV

9. According to the story who alone can grant us forgiveness? According to the story is he
eager to do this?

10. After Jesus forgave and touched the paralyzed man he could walk. Discuss how many
people postpone following Jesus until they think they can live a moral life. Who is it that
really helps us to walk the Christian life?

Final Thought

Who is outside church that you need to exert maximum effort to bring into church to experience
Jesus?



